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The Centre for Social Science Research (CSSR) is an interdiscplinary research 
centre based at the University of Cape Town.  It was established in 2001 with 
generous core funding from the Andrew W Mellon Foundation.   The CSSR’s 
goal is to promote quality and innovation in social science research in Southern 
Africa.  It is a focal point where a community of scholars share ideas, comment 
on each other’s work and co-operate in research projects in a cost-effective 
manner.  The CSSR’s work contributes to a better understanding of social and 

economic realities and informed public policy-making.

The Centre for Social Science Research is made up of the following units:  The 
Aids and Society Research Unit; the Data First Resource Unit; the Democracy 
in Africa Research Unit; the Social Surveys Unit and the Southern Africa Labour 

and Development Research Unit.
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The CSSR Directorate is the administrative hub for the units making up the 
CSSR.  It manages the fi nances, edits and produces working papers, organises 
meetings, and provides an organisational focal point for the CSSR.  Robert 
Mattes is the CSSR Director, Kathy Forbes is the Administrative Offi cer, and 
further assistance is provided by Libbi Downes and Nondumiso Hlwele.   Allison 

Stevens is the Publications Manager.
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