
Dear All  

I want to welcome you all to this the first 

edition of the EDU newsletter!  

The Education Development Unit (EDU) 

Commerce was set up to house the Academic 

Development programmes and provide the 

opportunity for academic success for ALL 

Commerce students at UCT. Instead of increasing 
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W h o  a r e  o u r  l e c t u r e r s ?  

I have been lecturing Financial 

Accounting at first year level on 

the Academic Development 

Programme for nearly 9 years.  

During this time students have 

not only learnt about the 

theories and practice behind the 

subject but have also been 

witness to my experiments with 

hair colour! 

I find Financial Accounting an 

The Staff of the EDU  

the number of Academic Development students, the 

EDU will take the key aspects that have made AD 

successful, to all students in the Commerce Faculty, 

focusing on improving the teaching and learning 

environment. 

The EDU newsletter is a wonderful initiative to 

engage with the EDU family and share little and big 

things .... they might be creative drawings, poems, 

thoughts, things to celebrate, ponder about, cause 

for concern and so on. We strongly believe that the 

success of the unit is not just about great teachers in 

first year and a variety of value-added extras 

throughout the degree helping to equip us with a 

range of graduate competencies. It is particularly 

about developing a strong  learning community in 

which  people in the EDU know each other, can call 

on each other for academic and personal support 

and feel some sense of a home-away-from-home. 

This newsletter is another way of helping to develop 

this community. 

Please give us feedback (feedback email)on this 

newsletter   ... the more you are involved  and 

contribute, the more it will be YOUR newsletter 

that can both inspire, encourage, motivate and 

challenge us. 

Warmly 

June    (EDU Director) 

exciting and dynamic subject that 

I thoroughly enjoy teaching.  It 

challenges your ways of thinking 

about and understanding financial 

information within a theoretical 

framework and also in relation 

to practice.  If you have chosen 

this subject as a major and intend 

pursuing Financial Accounting as 

a career, you really need to be 

passionate about this area of 

knowledge.  Just dreaming about 

the extrinsic rewards that a 

career in Accounting is going to 

bring you is not enough.  Your 

career needs to bring with it 

some kind of internal fulfilment 

too.  A career in Accounting 

demands people who are 

dedicated, are hard workers and 

academically committed.  In my 

experience, students that are 

successful in Financial Accounting 

understand the theory and the 

òWHYó behind the practice.  

 It is important to practice the 

application of your understanding 

by engaging with a number of 

Accounting exercises. 

BUT in my opinion, you will find 

the  
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 practice of accounting much more 

accessible if you understand WHY 

you are doing WHAT!  

I donõt have many class rules do I?  

My most notorious class rule is mak-

ing sure that you are no more than 5 

minutes late for the lectures.   

I am married to Morne and have two 

beautiful and energetic sons, Max 

who is 5 and Leo who is 2.  While I 

am not at UCT, I am kept busy with 

the childrenõs sporting activities, 

playing cars on the floor, cooking, 

and of course trying to keep up to 

date with the adventures of Thomas 

the Tank Engine and Charlie and 

Lola.   

At the end of a busy day after stu-

dents are taught, VULA is updated 

and my boys are in dreamland, I love 

to collapse into bed with chocolate, 

a cup of tea and a good book and 

NO...... it will have nothing to do 

with the adventures of GAAP!  

CARLA FOURIE   

(AD Accounts Lecturer) 

Rich people have a 

very strong cent. 
  

(Imraan Ariefdien) 
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which was a fascinating experience. My 

wife and I are keen travellers and have 

visited some 50 countries. The sea and 

the mountains are my favourite places. 

I have been teaching for nearly 30 years 

in schools in South Africa, Australia and 

Britain, and at UCT since 2000.  

 

At UCT I teach EDU courses in first-

year micro- and macroeconomics, and I 

run workshops for EDU student s doing 

ECO2003F and ECO2004S. The key 

difference between EDU first-year and 

mainstream courses in economics is the 

double-period tutorials. Another impor-

tant difference is the use of structured 

questions, rather than MCQs, in assess-

ing student performance. I believe that 

both forms of assessment have their 

place. 

 

I expect my students to apply them-

selves diligently to mastering the material in 

the courses that I teach. My job is to provide 

the environment that enables students to 

succeed. This includes the lectures, tutorials, 

course materials and methods of assessment. 

I expect my students to take responsibility 

for their own learning , knowing that they 

can call on their tutors and lecturers when 

they run into difficulties. 

 

The secret to success is application. Read the 

textbook and handouts, attend lectures and 

take notes, use the tutorials to test and im-

prove your understanding of the course 

content. Engage actively with the material. 

Economics is a fascinating subject. I have 

studied it for 35 years, and I still get a kick 

out of it. Without an understanding of eco-

nomics so much of what happens in the 

world does not make sense.  

 

Knowledge is power.  

Hello students  

I grew up in Cape Town and did a degree in 

economics at UCT. After some time trying 

this and that, and getting an honours degree 

in psychology from UNISA, I settled on 

teaching as a profession. This was one of the 

best decisions I ever made. In later years I 

earned an honours degree in economics from 

UNISA and a masters degree in economics 

from UCT. I am married (the best decision I 

ever made) and now live in Woodstock. I 

spent 12 years living and working in Britain, 

Mr. Leonard Smith ñ AD Economics Lecturer 

Facilities such as practice nets and change 

rooms were appalling and general 

maintenance was not done.  

The club was in a very vulnerable position 

and a place to call home was desperately 

needed for the club to remain in existence.  

Then came the beginning of the 2008/2009 

seasoné I was selected as vice-captain of 

the senior 1st team and also elected to be 

part of the clubõs executive committee. I 

started to enjoy being part of the decision 

making of the club. The problem of a home 

ground was the committeeõs main concern. 

I decided that this had to be resolved and 

promised the committee that by the start of 

next season, our club would have place to 

call home. 

So my quest began in December last year. I 

found out about a field on Chukker Road 

Sports Complex, situated in Kenwyn. I 

made it my mission to acquire this field. I 

Yorkshire Cricket Club has a homeéafter 30 Years  by Abduraheem Sonday  

(AD B Bus Sc) 

 The Yorkshire Cricket Club . 

decided the best way to go about this was 

to start from the top. Councilors and 

government officials are hard people to 

reach, it took me three weeks to eventually 

speak to the right people.  I emailed the 

mayoral committee of sportsõ fields and 

stated our case. This was filtered down to 

the appropriate District Manager of 

Chukker Road. 

 It took time and effort as I had to 

constantly give feedback and inform the 

club of what the next step forward was. 

Since I donõt have internet at home, sending 

emails and replying to the respective people 

concerned wasnõt easy and I had to come to 

UCT to do it.  

We then held meetings with the District 

Manager, and the WPCA.  

Finally, on the 15th April 2009, it was 

confirmed that the Chukker Road field was 

the new home of Yorkshire! 

I have been a member of Yorkshire 

Cricket Club since 2006 and primarily 

joined to have fun and not to commit my-

self to any responsibilities.  However, that 

was all about to change at the end of last 

year as there was a major problem that 

needed to be addressed and resolvedé

Yorkshire did not have a home ground! 

Since 2000, Yorkshire used Windsor High 

School, situated in Lansdowne, as a home 

ground, but only a season to season basis.  

This meant that the club did not have a real 

place to call home.  

What do our students have to say?...  



When a friend asked me over the vacation 

what I intended to do as an extra-curricular 

activity when I returned to UCT in 2009. I 

mentioned to them that I was satisfied to focus 

on my academics and leadership position as a 

Head Student of Fuller Hall. I never would have 

suspected that I would be convinced into training, 

running and completing the beautiful Two 

Oceans Marathon. 

 

It was a hard decision for me to accept the 

challenge  put before me and I thought about it 

for just over a week before I accepted the 

suggestion. A few things I considered were the 

amount of dedication and commitment I would 

need in order to prepare well for the race and to 

set sensible goals. Ironically I wasnõt a first-time 

runner, as I had been a top athlete who had 

received Team awards in Athletics and Cross-

country from my High School, Sutherland and 
had ran the Spar Womenõs 5km Challenge. But 

the idea was still daunting; this was a 21.1 km 

race something not to be taken lightly. 

 

Thereafter, I mentally thought about utilising all 

The Double -edged Journey  by Tebatso Legoabe 

Tebatso Legoabe  (AD B Com).  

the support systems I would need to help me 

succeed whilst at home and when I returned to 

UCT. So, I invited my mother to start getting 

me out of bed to jog and close friends to enter 

the race themselves. I followed the online 
training programme and shared training tips 

with my friends over ôMXitõ. It was working well 

and my holiday was becoming more productive 

and fun. 

 

When I returned to UCT, my close friend and 

House Committee Sports Rep, Lerato Shai and I 

went on a recruitment drive to encourage ladies 

within our residence to participate in the race. 

It was quite motivating that our Warden and 

two other senior members were already on 

board. We even engineered Fuller jogging team 

times, where she took the afternoons and I the 

mornings; in addition we called on our Smuts 

Hall brothers to assist in training with us and to 

help improve our running techniques. 

 

We were set for this intimidating race, but on 

the morning of the race I realised just then that 

this was no longer a team effort but was going 

to be a test of my own willpower. The race 

wasnõt easy, but doable. There were other 

runners who were very encouraging and 

supportive; we even knew each other on a first 

name basis, thanks to the printed name labels.  

 

At every challenging uphill, downhill and straight 

run I had to repeat the following to myself: 

òYou did not get this far to not push until the 

end, remember your goal and trust in the ability 

the Lord has blessed you with to complete what 

you startedó. I stopped fixating on my goal of 

completing my race under sub 2:30 min and 

congratulated myself on the success of what had 

already been accomplished. I did however finish 

well in a time of 2:29:41. 

When I reflect on the race today, I can find much 

similarity in the race and my academic ôraceõ. 

They both require much preparation, dedication 

and support from various avenues. I had taken 

for granted the support the EDU programme can 

provide in assisting me academically and 

personally, but I now swore to do myself and the 

people who dedicate their time and effort justice! 

I have the ambition to successfully qualify as a 

Chartered Accountant and to practice in and 
shape my countryõs governmental structures and 

organisations. The hurdle I experienced, having 

to repeat my Financial Reporting II course, was 

due to my lack of focus but this will pave the way 

to my journey in life. It has refined my character 

and vision of my career. 

For those who are anxious or intimidated about 

trying something that they feel may be 

challenging, I say youõll be surprised, attempt it 

and trust yourself! 

Accounting Jokes by  Imraan Ariefdien 

(Final Year AD B Bus Sc) :  

Why are accountants so dishonest?  

Because of their lie-abilities 

Borrowing too much money would 

lead to your debtriment . 

Why are pirates such good 

businessmen? Because they know 

how to raise their sails. 

 Accounting maak my moeg.  Dit 

maak my GAAP. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Last day for curriculum changes: 31 July 

The EDU Awards Evening: 14 August  

Class Meetings: 3rd�² 5th August 

The Awards ceremony is a platform to recognise studentsõ out-

standing academic achievements.  It is an occasion for joyous celebra-

tion and students, guests and staff gather as òan extended family in the 

spirit of ubuntuó. There will be singing, dancing, poetry and inspira-

tional words.  Make sure not to miss this event by confirming your 

attendance with either Shanaaz (Shanaaz.Solomons@uct.ac.za) or 

Portia (Sibonisiwe Zimu@uct.ac.za) 

EDU AWARDS EVENING 


